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her by the shoulders and turned her round, bidding her lead them in. The Prince expressed great admiration of the view from the drawing-room window, and one of the party gathered a bunch of cowslips which H. R. H. said he must take to the Queen.
From the first the Prince was very cordial, and impressed my father as being a man of strong and self-sacrificing nature.
In June news came that R.'s bank would probably break and that all my father's little savings might be lost. On July 2nd my mother wrote: "A. showed a noble disregard of money, much as the loss would affect us." That evening, so as to give her courage, he asked her                   \\ H
to play and sing the grand Welsh national air, " Come to battle ": and afterwards, to divert themselves from dwelling on the possible loss, they hung their Michael Angelo engravings round the drawing-room.
In July and August my father and mother took us children to Wales, and here " Enid " was all but finished. We stayed at Llangollen, then at Dolgelly, and at Bar-mouth. My father spoke of " the high rejoicing lines of Cader Idris." My mother wrote: "Sept. 8tA. A. climbed Cader Idris. Pouring rain came on. I and the children                           |
waited a long time for him. I heard the roar of waters, streams and cataracts, and I never saw anything more awful than that great veil of rain drawn straight over Cader Idris, pale light at the lower edge. It looked as if death were behind it, and made me shudder when I thought he was there. A message came from him by the guide that he had gone to Dolgelly."
It was near Festiniog that he heard the roar of a cataract above the roar of the torrent, and wrote that Virgilian simile:
For as one,
That listens near a torrent mountain-brook, All thro' the crash of the near cataract hears